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Overview:  

Material from an earlier work: “REVELATIONS,
SURPRISES AND TEDIUM IN THE TOWN MEETING
RECORDS OF OLD DARTMOUTH“, 2014 combined
with:

Original research in these ODTMR’s, (Old Dartmouth
Town Meeting Records), done exclusively for this Delano
Kindred gathering.



3

Outline

I.   Introduction to Old Dartmouth and its “Divisions”

II.  The Town Meeting Records and “Improvements in              
Their Accessibility”

III.  Extracts and transcriptions.

IV.  Life was different then
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I.   Introduction to Old Dartmouth 
and its “Divisions”

For better comprehension and understanding 
of the language of the ODTMRs
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The old town was successively “divided” over time until

what had been one town, after four “divisions”, ended up as 

the collection of Acushnet, Dartmouth, Fairhaven, New 

Bedford, and Westport
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ORIGINAL TOWN OF DARTMOUTH
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FIRST DIVISION
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SECOND DIVISION
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THIRD DIVISION
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FOURTH (FINAL) DIVISION
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A consequence:

A Delano family, living in a physical location in the Southeast

section of the original town, without moving, would be

recorded as residents of three different towns over time as the

boundaries were changed. “Dartmouth” up until February 22,

1787, “New Bedford” from February 22, 1787 until February 22,

1812, and “Fairhaven” from February 22, 1812 until the present

time.
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Our excursion into the town

meeting records of Old

Dartmouth stops before the

divisions and hence it is all

“Dartmouth”
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In regard the word VILLEDGE/VILLAGE

IN ODTMRs THIS IS NOT A HAMLET OR SMALL SETTLEMENT

MEANING THEN WAS MORE LIKE WHAT THE WORD “TOWN” 
MEANS TODAY
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II.  The Town Meeting Records and 
“Improvements in Their Accessibility”

1888 – FIRST IMPROVEMENT

BOARD OF ALDERMAN – CITY OF NEW 
BEDFORD

“...make an investigation and report the condition of 
the Public Records of the original Town of 
Dartmouth...”

“...place them in intelligent condition and a proper 
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1888 – FIRST IMPROVEMENT (CONT.)

“...were, many of them in a very dilapidated 
condition...”

In June 1888 the New Bedford City Council, on 

recommendation of the committee, appropriated 

money to copy the designated records and put the 

project under the direction of the Mayor and the 
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1888 – FIRST IMPROVEMENT (CONT.)

⚫ SERVICES BY ETTA F. MARTIN, COPYIST

− DECIPHERING OBTUSE WRITING & SPELLING

− CRISP & CLEAR HANDWRITTEN TRANSCRIPTION

− CORRECTED BUT NOTED MISSPELLED WORDS

− CREATED INDEXES TO THE RECORD SETS
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1888 – FIRST IMPROVEMENT (CONT.)

From 1888 until 1969 these record transcriptions 
were available at the New Bedford City Hall and 

could be used if one traveled to New Bedford 
and worked in an anteroom of the City Clerk's 

Office.
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II.  The Town Meeting Records and 
“Improvements in Their Accessibility (cont.)

1969-SECOND IMPROVEMENT

The Genealogical Society of Salt Lake City, Utah, an organization
affiliated with the Mormon Church, as part of a long term on-going
program to film and preserve primary records in historically
significant locations throughout the world, filmed these transcriptions
at the New Bedford City Hall.
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II.  The Town Meeting Records and 
“Improvements in Their Accessibility (cont.)

1969-SECOND IMPROVEMENT(cont.)

They made reels of microfilm images of these pages available to
libraries, and other research institutions, throughout the world
for a modest fee
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II.  The Town Meeting Records and 
“Improvements in Their Accessibility (cont.)

1969-SECOND IMPROVEMENT(cont.)

Later, they digitized the films (made them available on computers)
and made the files available on some paid websites but did not
include the ODTMR transcriptions in this program. (But a
researcher anywhere could get a roll of microfilm and review
the ODTMRs)
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II.  The Town Meeting Records and 
“Improvements in Their Accessibility (cont.)

2014 – THIRD IMPROVEMENT 

WITH AUTHORIZATION FROM THE DARTMOUTH
HISTORICAL COMMISSION, I SOUGHT TO BORROW THE
NBFPL’S COPY OF THE MICROFILM FOR THE PURPOSE OF
DIGITIZING THE IMAGES. This was politely refused with the
suggestion that they would help me purchase a copy from the
Mormon Church organization which handles sales of those
items
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II.  The Town Meeting Records and 
“Improvements in Their Accessibility (cont.)

2014 – THIRD IMPROVEMENT (CONT.)

AMS Imaging of Warwick, RI converted the
film images to a file of digital images in the
“jpeg” format for viewing on computers.
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II.  The Town Meeting Records and 
“Improvements in Their Accessibility (cont.)

2018 FOURTH IMPROVEMENT

We now have facilitated researchers' access by
providing these important early records via the
internet for internet users anywhere.
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II.  The Town Meeting Records and 
“Improvements in Their Accessibility (cont.)

2018 FOURTH IMPROVEMENT (cont.)

They can be found on the website of the Dartmouth
Historical and Arts Society, DartmouthHAS.org, in the
“ARCHIVES” section of “CONTENTS”.

The direct link is: http://dartmouthhas.org/research-
archives.html
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III.  Extracts and Transcriptions: THE DELANO 
NAME IN THE OLD DARTMOUTH TOWN 

MEETING RECORDS

Format, and nomenclature; to better understand the following tables:

Presented below are tables of extracts abstracts and transcriptions from

the ODTMRs in a sequence based on the dates when the individual

Delanos named in the records first appeared in “said” records.

THERE IS A TABLE FOR EACH UNIQUE GIVEN NAME WITH THE DELANO 

FAMILY NAME (Or any of its many variations)
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III.  Extracts and Transcriptions THE DELANO 
NAME IN THE OLD DARTMOUTH TOWN 

MEETING RECORDS (cont.)

THE HEADER: provides the given/first name of the Delano being

recorded followed by the first year in which a record with that name

appears in the ODTMRs followed by the last year “said” name appears.
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III.  Extracts and Transcriptions THE DELANO 
NAME IN THE OLD DARTMOUTH TOWN 

MEETING RECORDS (cont.)

Column by Column:

“PAGE” supplies the page number in the ODTMRs data base (actually

inscribed on the page itself);

“YEAR MONTH DAY” furnishes the actual date of the Dartmouth

Town Meeting Record where the name was found;

“TEXT” renders either (1) the title of the “office” or function of

government which the named Delano was associated with, or (2) a
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JONATHAN: (1ST RECORD, 1680, LAST RECORD 1721) 
SUMMARY: Constable, Rater, Oath of Fidelity, Deputy, 
Selectman, Town Clerk, Town Commissioner, 
Commissioner,  Mill Owner, Juryman, Petitioner in re 
Taunton Bridge.
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JONATHAN, JR. : (1ST RECORD, 1700, LAST RECORD 1700)
SUMMARY: Constable.
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JABEZ: (1ST RECORD, 1709, LAST RECORD 1727)
SUMMARY: Petty Juryman, Juryman, Town Clerk,
Petitioner in re Taunton Bridge, Surveyor, Moderator.
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LIEUT. JONATHAN: (1ST RECORD, 1712, LAST RECORD 1712)
SUMMARY: Petitioner in re Taunton Bridge.
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NATHANIEL, JR.: (1ST RECORD, 1722, LAST RECORD 1756)
SUMMARY: Constable, Surveyor
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NATHANIEL: (1ST RECORD, 1727, LAST RECORD 1781)

SUMMARY: Committeeman (Financial Auditor), (Financial
Investigator), Pettyjuryman (Supreme Court), Representative,
Moderator, Representative to the General Court, (Road Designer),
Grandjuryman for Superior Court, Committeeman, Surveyor of
Highways for Acushnet Village, Fishing Lawman, Constable
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JETHRO: (1ST RECORD, 1742, LAST RECORD 1760)

SUMMARY: Agent in Defense of the Town, Assessor,
Committeeman, Collector in Lawsuit, Agent for the Town
against Secession Proposal of Acushnet Village, Selectman,
Constable, Assessor.
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CAPT. JETHRO: (1ST RECORD, 1754, LAST RECORD 1754)

SUMMARY: Surveyor of Highways in Acushnet Village.
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NATHAN: (1ST RECORD, 1762, LAST RECORD 1780)

SUMMARY: Surveyor of Highways, Committeeman
(Revolutionary War), Assessor.
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ABISHA: (1ST RECORD, 1764, LAST RECORD 1776)

SUMMARY: Surveyor of Highways for Acushnet Village, 
Constable, Committeeman -”Committee of Correspondence & 
Safety” (Revolutionary War).
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CALVIN: (1ST RECORD, 1780, LAST RECORD 1780)

SUMMARY: Selectman.



54



55

PELEG: (1ST RECORD, 1764, LAST RECORD 1776)

SUMMARY: Surveyor of Highways for Acushnet Village
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RICHARD: (1ST RECORD, 1786, LAST RECORD 1786)

SUMMARY: Surveyor of Highways for Acushnet Village.
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IV.  Life was different then
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WOLVES & BEARS!!!  DOES NOT SOUND LIKE A GOOD DEAL FOR THE INDIANS  
IT’S OK TO HUNT BUT…….KILL THREE BEARS OR THREE WOLVES OR PAY 10 

SHILLINGS PER YEAR!!!!!
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RULES CHANGED!! NOW A BOUNTY PAID FOR KILLING WOLVES OR 
BEARS BUT NOTICE THE PRICE DIFFERENTIAL.  I WONDER IF ANY 
INDIANS EVER SOLD THEIR WOLF OR BEAR HEADS TO THE ENGLISH??  
THE ENGLISH COULD MAKE A NICE MARKUP, EH?
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ASSET VALUATION GUIDANCE (TO DETERMINE TAX RATE).  VALUES  
SET BY THE TOWN FOR VARIOUS ASSETS.  NOTE THAT LIVESTOCK OF 
VARIOUS KINDS WERE IMPORTANT ASSETS!!  (TRANSLATION: “2 LY”  
MEANS “SECONDLY” )
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FEES AND TAXES COULD BE LEVIED AND OR PAID IN DIFFERENT WAYS IN THOSE 
DAYS & COMMUNITY PROBLEMS WERE ADDRESSED IN THE PROCESS!!1 
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THANKS FOR INVITING ME TO SHARE MY 
WORK WITH YOU

RESPECTFULLY, BOB H.

CHECK OUR WEBSITE:

DartmouthHAS.org


